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Basic Knowledge to Understand History of Disaster 
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Basic Knowledge to Understand History of Disaster 

History helps us understand a country and solve 
today’s social issues. The knowledge of history is 
important in global communication.  
The purpose of this course is for students to learn
basic knowledge of Japanese history for 
understanding the course entitled “History of 
Disaster” and how to express Japanese history in 
English.
(1) To become familiar with the general history of 
Japan 
(2) To examine the characteristics of each period and 
society in Japan 
(3) To understand the similarities and differences 
between Japanese and other countries’ histories 
This course introduces the general history of Japan 
from primitive times to modern times including the 
history of disasters, women, gender, family, and 
minorities. Students will examine the backgrounds 
and characteristics of each period and society in 
Japan and understand the similarities and 
differences between Japanese and other countries’ 
histories through classroom discussion. 
This course is conducted in English. The instructor 
will translate into Japanese based on students’ 
understanding of the English language. 
Attendance and participation 20%, Final exam 80% 
No textbook required. Reference books will be 
introduced in class. 
Handouts will be distributed in class. 
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History of Disaster
The purpose of this course is for students to learn
basic knowledge of the history of disasters in Japan. 
(1) To become familiar with the history of disasters 
in Japan
(2) To understand the relationship with today’s 
issues regarding disasters 
This course introduces the history of disasters from 
ancient times to modern times including disaster 
damage, disaster recovery, and disaster prevention 
by focusing on the social aspects. Students will 
examine the backgrounds and characteristics of each 
period and society and understand the relationship 
with today’s issues on disasters through classroom 
discussion.
This course is conducted in English. The instructor 
will translate into Japanese based on students’ 
understanding of the English language. 
Attendance and participation 20%, Final exam 80% 
No textbook required. Reference books will be 
introduced in class. 
Handouts will be distributed in class. 
It is desirable to take this course and also the course 
entitled “Basic Knowledge to Understand History of 
Disaster” especially for international students and 
students unfamiliar with Japanese history. 
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International Lecturer of Global Disaster Mitigation II 

Recent disasters show us that their impact not to 
only one country but internationally. Such large 
scale disasters should be properly mitigated using 
integrated disaster science discipline and 
collaboration from international governments and 
organizations. This series of lecture will provide 
opportunity to attendees to expand their vision on 
global disaster mitigation from well experienced 
international faculty members in various point of 
views.
To provide a chance to students knowing about 
disaster in global scale. After the class, students 
might be able to have the whole image of global 
disasters, role of international organizations on 
disaster mitigation and be able to apply this idea 
to their research field for disaster mitigation.
For engineering part, following selected topics on 
global disaster will be provided by international 
faculties 1) Disasters in Asia, Europe, North 
America and South America, 2) Role of mapping 
as tools for disaster planning, 3) International 
collaboration and role of international 
organizations on disaster mitigation and 4) 
Linkage between engineering and literature. 
For humanities and social science parts, following 
selected topics on 1) Social responsibility, 2) 
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Science and risk communication, 3) Social capital 
and social inequality, 4) Religious role and 5) 
Economic recovery. 
At the end of the course, students will give group 
presentations and discuss in the final session.
Attendance, group work, and report
Each instructor will introduce required books and 
reference books.
This course is conducted in English.
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The aim of this course is to help students understand, from 

the viewpoint of economic theory, the determinants of 

entrepreneurship and effective policies to promote 

entrepreneurial activities. No previous knowledge on 

economics is required to attend this course. Before 

registration, please make sure to confirm detailed 

information of this course at my website 

http://sites.google.com/site/nfukugawa/. A handout will be 

uploaded on this site before the class starts so that students 

can preview the contents. Though not required, students who 

consider joining this course are strongly recommended to 

take “Introduction to Economics of Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship A”. 
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Nonprofit Organization 
This course aims at providing basic knowledge and 
ideas on nonprofit organizations striving to solve 
various social problems and to create social values, 
and social capital. Topics relating to nonprofit 
organizations and social capital are discussed 
through lectures, student presentations and 
discussions.
On successful completion of the course, students 
may expect to 

understand the basic concepts, role and 
development of nonprofit organizations 
understand management and leadership of 
nonprofit organizations 
comprehend the state and challenges facing 
nonprofit organizations 
think through how to solve such problems and 
make recommendations 

The following topics relating to nonprofit 
organizations and social capital are examined 
through lectures, student presentations and 
discussions:

Theory, Significance, International and Regional 
Comparison 
Historical development, state and challenges  
Management (mission, HRM, funding, 
accountability)
Cross-sector Partnership (Nonprofits, Business, 
Government, University) 

- Advocacy, Public Policy and Social Impacts
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Presentations and research paper 50%
Participation (discussions and minute paper) 50%
Akingbola, Kunle (2015) 

 Routledge. 

Cnaan, Ram A. and Vinokur-Kaplan, Diane eds. (2015) 

SAGE Publications.

Crutchfield, Leslie R. and Grant, Heather M. (2012) 

Jossey-Bass.

Nishide, Yuko (2009) Social Capital and Civil Society 
in Japan, Tohoku University Press.  
Osborne Stephen P. (2013) Voluntary and Not-for- 
Profit Management, SAGE. 
Ott, Steven J. and Dicke, Lisa A. eds. (2016a) 

 Westview Press. 

Ott, Steven J. and Dicke, Lisa A. eds. (2016b) 

Westview Press. 

Perry, James L. ed. (2009) 

 John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

* How to get a copy of the textbook and readings is 

announced at the first class. 

Additional readings are suggested at class.

Language This course is conducted in English 
Contact E-mail: ynishide@econ.tohoku.ac.jp  
Office Hour by appointment through email 
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Advanced Disaster Mitigation IV 
Recent disasters show us that their impact not to 
only one country but internationally. Such large 
scale disasters should be properly mitigated using 
integrated disaster science discipline and 
collaboration from international governments and 
organizations. This series of lecture will provide 
opportunity to attendees to expand their vision on 
global disaster mitigation from well experienced 
international faculty members in various point of 
views.
To provide a chance to students knowing about 
disaster in global scale. After the class, students 
might be able to have the whole image of global 
disasters, role of international organizations on 
disaster mitigation and be able to apply this idea 
to their research field for disaster mitigation.
For engineering part, following selected topics on 
global disaster will be provided by international 
faculties 1) Disasters in Asia, Europe, North 
America and South America, 2) Role of mapping 
as tools for disaster planning, 3) International 
collaboration and role of international 
organizations on disaster mitigation and 4) 
Linkage between engineering and literature. 
For humanities and social science parts, following 



― 94 ―

selected topics on 1) Social responsibility, 2) 
Science and risk communication, 3) Social capital 
and social inequality, 4) Religious role and 5) 
Economic recovery. 
At the end of the course, students will give group 
presentations and discuss in the final session.
Attendance, group work, and report
Each instructor will introduce required books and 
reference books.
This course is conducted in English.
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