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So, the kickoff excursion is an important communication tool for you to
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Therefore, you must plan and manage this meeting carefully. These are my

opinion about the kickoff excursion.
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DZHESR L oo, BERATOLEKHMIKICH T3 2=71% ITH#
e AR E RDNTRIEE LTH D 1072 & HFFITIR TV A (Hi
#B3E. 110), Z OEEFHEO R INE, FIROSHTIZ LAVULEFE L HI S
hE->TND, EWVHDd

JRHEST T K o THUR AR RIS ITRAFT D IH (= HooERAR
R S F ] LRSS BTEHBY, 2k EbicEhn
FCHURARFF L CE R ERO RN ES, T L EHE
STENETHoT NERME LFEME) PRZIZEZICETLE
o7 (Aife=. 110)
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o To UL DRI FE L TV Z EAVURIE LTV D,
JERNIHIC K > CTHEFEN KD T LE o728 0 ) HEO SO
RIFEZ TS ZLiIFTEARVL, BOMEL RV, lEEE L
ODHIRG, A a=T 4N ol b E, pinodz] &) LEEKR
FRONEBEEZE®RLTWD, T hbbalia=T 40 [bollf &,
Rholz) ik, —FH T RIS a2 a=FT A BFEL TV
Mol Z b A 7T TEHEE 2 R\ C ) sk o CREIZ AL 724
BPTFIELTCWEZ EE2ERL TN D,
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b, ERZEDOLH R [ala=7 4 BT AMOEH L, [ TR

_44_



DORENICNED N2 B O E S BRI D025 9 7, b b A AR
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HHETHD] EVWIBZNEZOND Z LT bEe,

k’é?fﬁ’ih£\ﬁ%ﬁmiofkbﬁﬁﬁhfw5&%\
FITHNT D Taia=T 1) IarLs L2 4O THD,
EREMIZN-T, a3 a=7 412 &5 L2 DA D D,
7ol Z X ERL— (2013) IHABIREAR - SUEEAR - AWEARE
B2 REAFRERGENE U CEARE S5 25 EGAT & 722/
fHEaIIa=T A BNLDOERRTWD, R 62 gD ARTH
Rol Tala=7 4 IZRITFTVDHOE L THRIERL T
TeDIXZ S & TR DIERETS o 72,

HRICENE, 232=7 1 & UTHERET AR L T\ Z
LT R o T, BRI ST i Co L FEFIBIIFE ST, L
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4. 3. 2 HREATADERLLTOHOIZIa2=T~4

fihFZ KBV, hEE TL BT 1T8/T D2 Lid, 1TTADD D KRR
HOHFTHD, —/ (John Searle) DOFIFZA, I[ThOWAKED 72
LT ARICW T2 A2 D= —AROARD FIZEET H L7256 % 85
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N2V RS «c B2 T L EDZ &7 | E W) FElRN, 15
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N—TE—b L iE, B %z (5D WIZBREOEE TIIHRLE Y 2#<
KB ERDBMADL) OEOD I N—TITFT A "— & LTHET S
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a2 =T 4 PR ESNTVWA R BIE, ZORE DT~ Eikh HE
HFahTnb,
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DO FTRENE & ORMRNBH SN o7, TRbba 2 =7 (13,
ZNDHER STV DR BIE LT AIC & o TR R 72T~ Bikx
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ERRIERCEZRENE BT O L Vo LR E Tlden e L
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o TTIZA43.1 TN/ L HIZ, ZNEBEZX DI X THRLELDON
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BEWCH U7z 2 S, @ o Bia T, B0 AFIZ0 L 2D
O 2T 4 ERD, FNTIH I 2 =T 4128 o TRER Y TER
PR L3, BEEEIZENE RSP0 & LT, T
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@ﬂk(@@ BERERE (T %HTAw W LTS 5 2 L3
KBDHZETHD, HDOWIFAG  ARLKEIEIZ T OFRZEZBERL T,
NWE L) L EFESRFERIZM > CETOREHEZRATLEI LI
B G Ltz

INDIEEREOITE T TIERL, 22 =7 4 OHFEIC L - TE
ROMTOEOBRTOXGELRY -2 b EtEZx bbb, £
IDOLXEED ET, O EDOEFETATH L EZX LN NLTH S,
RIEEIL, FRRSOMMARICEBIT 5 L9118, AR ORRFEE S
WEMNTHG CTlXZewn, £ 95 TIERRERE, EbICEBZ R L
0. BEVOHRZ E HIZED TV SEORLYV Y ThDH, Lichio
TEZIWIERFEITAN R MUm A S 5, £ 572 & THILHREE S . xiEaH
FLOBICHA EHBPIA SN TVWAZ LE2LE LT HIEITTH 5D,

TSNz 2 2 =7 4 Tk E S, TOK AR Lo~ Bl
N TLES TS, O aIa=7 4 THREIF, AWVWERT
TN—TDOOE Y BT LG, BooiE L MmobiE, [Fx )
E S Z#XBILT, FEZ TOOUR) EFF Ty A3 X9
27227 LV, JRF )3T - RECEEMOZIEE
< HIERREDORSIOBHE DB DVEIR TN D & & D BRI 2 #2it
LCLINABEAD, LLE D iU, 7 UHskic e 23 272 2 JRIY
WEBTHRE LYY LoaIa=r— a3, ZBAOED &V, |E
Z FEWE XTI BB L Vo B O, BVEERET 2 0B B
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RENIFAE LRV,

TN ZOIFFEIE, 2 2 =7 412 & o TRE R 723 D) 28 <A
BOIRETH S &) AHE LE NN, 22 THa L, HEofli
EAME, AL ZNTET A2 R 2 =T ¢ ORLER L% S 72 O )
ERIVWHETZENTEDL, EE. Y=y FOWI [RKE2—FET
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O AR = 2=7 1) (HE, AifeE. 98) 2L TWD
EoiclEbinsd, Y=y MIFEKE FELRENOHTEEL L, B)
JEWV, MICAbEDRFEF v F U E2ED | ElE D OREETHED
W, BRZ L I I L, K232 < & BIETO X 9 72 LA & ¥aq7 [\
+TiE722 < 225> T 2] (Solnit 2009: 13) & W9 R E [HE2—
MET ) MRS, HRLFEET L2 LI, 2BV T TRNEE 722
aIa2=7 1] HAPE (emerge) LTWDHEIITHAZD, TENED
£ o7 IRFE2—MET ) BRILT, #ERFOL DO L D ITREY
MY 5O LIE) NN KEL 25755 L, Jmni=ak
%< DN TNET 21FE BAOFRLIIARL 2D, Lz
Do TKEFL— FETHPRULT AL TG NIZRFER XL TWVD
EICHRD, ERRENERE LB EVS T, B UME#HAZ AL
WRD DT TR0, FAUT b b 9HEEEAT ¢ TR /e 2 I 2 =
T4 MHBLL TV T X, &2 TAX ZREOMT TV 2 O
THDHDD,

ZOMWVIZHTHZ 2 CTOREIF, BN aIa=7  TAx %
FEOHT T D O FIZECME &V D L0 b 2 Uil - - R TR
B TRV E WS o7, R AEERLELSRY R, EET
D AR AN, SO LGB UL T2 WAL, Bt/ AR & i
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3ZxH5ICE L ZohmoEmPAER LW ETRIE BIZH
723X 2 =7 4 TOEFFIIHECFEE TIER < ME=A 2 —I2K
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4. 3. 4 EPEHAFEICEBIZI21=T 1 DREIK

AIE (4.8.8) TldA v a— - R—Z2OEFHIZLEaIa=F 1D
RIREME A 4R7R Lz, RIFAE ) & 1387, N2 O F A &l AlE e =
Ra=TA4IEEDLE IR,V a— R=ADAI 2 =T 4 THDHEHW
HEHIBEZ D, ZOMBICEKSE UTFTIEEDL I RaIa=T—
DOREN L Z_REBEE VBT 5L L TEHENREEMESIT D 2
LERBD,

EEIT, BIEWVERTIE T2 —EDH T TITET S S vz
] EVWIERE LD, DEVHDIADRDL EDORRDOL EITH
DA, DR OBETEOMFTITET o2&, ZOANEIH D
BEAEHICETTWDLZLIZR D, ERIATHE, EEILERQEWN
ST ZDOEDIRMENET D Z L 2 ET AMEAOR G EE &
MTLED L, INEBATED | SpEDLEE N L o720 & o 7o THlfk
JERIZR | ATE), R HIUEA TLE ) LW o g 078 6 B
IBENTATEITH D Z LI D, 2 2 TIEE H LATEI O A IXERS
L. Yar -XZ2E7 (Passmore 1980) OEmEZSEIZL DD, F
FTIIRD L 5 RIRER B CEENTE 2 CURIZ) ERT D,

5D EMR S ATE) B 2 BIEICITH &
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STLEIDLLEVWIHEHBPTENLU LFETOE ORIV T 5, H
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TADEIICED ERER N2 DZ 5 EHEZMBEE L TR LI
BT D700, ZHZ2LENNEIVHETH LD, £ LTE
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3. 8 Disaster Mitigation Action Card Game for
International Students (Author : Al Farisi)

3. 3. 1 Background

Disaster awareness and residents’ knowledge about disasters
are important in order to reduce the damage caused by large-scale
disasters such as the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake (1995) and
the Great East Japan Earthquake (2011). In Kumamoto Earthquake
(2016), the attention was also paid to disaster damage to
international students whose number is increasing in recent years
[JASSO, 2017]. Therefore, disaster education that improves
disaster awareness and knowledge of each resident including
foreigners is required

Motivated by those facts, in this project we performed
educational activities targeting the international students in
Japan. For the activities, we utilized the Disaster Mitigation
Action Card Game (DMAC) developed in the G-Safety program
[Hisamatsu et al., 2015]. DMAC is originally designed for
elementary school and junior high school students, using
pictogram (picture-only cards), making it available regardless
of languages or countries. It covers 2 unpredictable disasters
the earthquake and tsunami. During the game, the players have to
pick up the card within 3 seconds, which simulates the short
decision—making time during the real disaster. After picking the
card, players are required to share their ideas of risk and
disaster mitigation with the other players

In this section, activities which have been done with regards
to the disaster mitigation education for international students

in Japan will be reported.
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3. 3. 2 The 6th Asian Students Environment Platform

DMAC was done as a part of the 6th Asian Students Environment
Platform (ASEP) which was organized by AEON Environmental
Foundation on 1-6 August 2017. The participants were students
alumni and lecturers from Royal University of Phnom Penh
(Cambodia), Tsinghua University (China), University of Indonesia
(Indonesia), Waseda University (Japan), Korea University (Korea),
University of Malaya Malaysia), Chulalongkorn University
(Thailand), and Vietnam National University, Hanoi (Vietnam) in
total of around 80 people. The participants can be considered as
visitors, who do not stay in Sendai for a long term.

Before participating in DMAC, the participants were asked to
watch a 3D documentary film “The Great Tsunami in Japan -
Reflecting on the 2011 disaster” . Therefore, they had already
some information regarding what happened on 11 March 2011 in
Tohoku area, and had the idea that Japan is very prone to natural
disasters such as the earthquake and tsunami. DMAC was conducted
during their visit to the International Research Institute of
Disaster Science (IRIDeS). The detail of the game is as follows:

Practitioners: Muhammad Salman Al Farisi, Ryosuke Kaneko
(Leading Graduate School 2" generation),
Prof. Miwa Kuri

Time: Friday, 4 August 2017 13:30-16:00

Place: Tohoku University IRIDeS 1F Conference Seminar Room

During this time, we performed DMAC without any sub—master for
the first time. Usually, the role of the sub—master in the game
is to organize the group discussion in each group. Therefore, up
to now we always have one sub-master for each group during the

game. However, because of some limitations at the time, only 3
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people were able to conduct the game. With a total of 80
participants, conducting the game as sub—masters was difficult
since the ratio of the practitioners to the participants was too
small. Therefore, a practitioner acted as the game—master, while
2 others acted as advisors for each group.

During the game, the participants were divided into 2 big groups,
each with around 40 people. The 2 groups participated in the game
in turn, while the other group was having another activity from
the IRIDeS. Therefore, 2 sessions of the game were conducted with
40 participants during each session. Each big group was then
divided to 6 smaller groups for DMAC.

Without sub—masters, we managed to organize each group by

appointing a leader for each group. The role of the group leader

-7 DMAC for international students during the 6% ASEP.
(Photographing: Prof. Kuri. 2017/8/4)

_99_



was similar to the role of the sub—master, except that the group
leader was not asked to explain about the situation, rather, the
group leader also participated as a player. The reason is that
the group leader was taken from the players. There is a high chance
that the group leader him/herself doesn’t understand the
circumstances

Despite that, the game was going without any problem. From the
post—game questionnaire, we learned that most of the players
enjoyed the game. From the same post—game questionnaire, we also
learned that most players wanted to also implement DMAC in their
own home countries. However, some modifications are needed, in
particular for the solutions because the common sense and

disaster mitigation instructions are different from Japan.

3. 3. 3 The 2017 Japanese Survival Course for New Tohoku
University Undergraduate International
Students

DMAC was done as a part of the 2017 Japanese Survival Course
for New Tohoku University Undergraduate International Students
(October enrollment) which was organized by the Global Learning
Center of Tohoku University. The participants were new
undergraduate international students and undergraduate Japanese
students of around 40 people in total. The participants are
expected to stay in Sendai as long—term resident, who have only
been in Sendai for less than a month.

Before participating in DMAC, the participants were taught
about some basic Japanese, including how to response in the case

of disasters. Therefore, the participants already have some
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knowledge about the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami, and
have the idea that Japan is very prone to natural disasters such
as the earthquake and tsunami. Furthermore, they have also been
taught about the basic common senses when disaster happens in
Japan. The participants’ home countries are, but not limited to,
Malaysia, South Korea, Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia and Japan.
The detail of the game is as follows:

Practitioners: Muhammad Salman Al Farisi

Time: Thursday, 28 September 2017 13:00—14:30

Place: Tohoku University Kawauchi Campus A301

This game was performed without any sub—master. Similar to the
previous game, a leader was chosen from each group as a
replacement to the sub-master, while the practitioner acted as
the game—master. The 40 players were divided equally into 6
groups.

From the post—game questionnaire, we learned that most of the
players enjoyed the game. From the same post—game questionnaire,
we also learned that some players wanted to implement DMAC in
their own home countries. However, some modifications are needed,
in particular for the solutions because the common sense and
disaster mitigation instructions differ between countries. For
instance, buildings in Japan are designed stronger to reduce the
impact of an earthquake, so people may remain inside the building
even during the earthquake. However, according to some
questionnaires, buildings in developing countries are usually
not strong enough to survive the earthquake, therefore, running

from the building is the common sense in some countries in
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response to an earthquake.

From the same questionnaire, we also learned that some players
did not wish to play DMAC anymore. The main reason is because they
felt that they have fully comprehended the disaster mitigation
acts. This could be a problem that people feel they have
understood everything about all disaster situations, while the
real situation can be actually different than that. This is
probably because during the introduction of the game we did not
introduce that there are other cases where the disaster may happen,
which was not able to be covered during the limited time of the
game duration. In the future, such explanation is required during

the game.

-8 DMAC for international students during the Japanese
Survival Gourse. (Photographing: Prof. Shimasaki, Global
Learning Center of Tohoku University, 2017/9/28)
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3. 3. 4 Summary and Future Work

DMAC has been conducted to international students with various
backgrounds, including both short—term visitors and long—term
residents of Sendai city. DMAC was performed during both games
without any sub—master, and a leader for each group was appointed
as a replacement to the sub—master. The role of the group leader
is similar to that of the sub—master, except that the group leader
does not have the role to advice regarding the situations because
the group leader was elected from the players, who may has no
sufficient knowledge regarding disaster mitigation.

To compensate that, the game—master also had to go around the
players during the game, and give a summary and overall advice
to the players by the end of each situation. The role of the group
leader is considered to be successful because the game was able
to be conducted and the discussions between players were going
well. This was possible also due to the fact that international
students, in particular the university students, were basically
more active and didn’ t feel shy to make mistakes in compared to
the Japanese elementary or junior high school students, which
were our subject of the game previously [Hisamatsuet al., 2015b].

DMAC implementations for international students in Japan done
within this and the past fiscal year have been summarized and the
questionnaires have been analyzed for a conference presentation
[Kaneko et al., 2018]. In the future, DMAC implementation in the
other country can also be considered to spread the disaster
awareness to the world. Previously, a detailed game manual has
been developed for implementation in Japan [Kaneko et al., 20177,

and a similar detailed game manual in the other language can be
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developed for implementing DMAC abroad. However, as it has been
also mentioned in some post—game questionnaires, to implement
DMAC in the other country, firstly a detailed game manual based
on the common sense in the particular target country has to be
developed. This can be done through intensive discussions with

some experts from the particular country
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7. 2 Nankai Trough

Nankai Trough (Southern Sea Trough) is located underwater along the
Nankaido region. By studying the history of the earthquakes along the Nankai
Trough, they occurred several times and have been recorded since 1605 (Fig. 8).
The large earthquakes occur approximately every 100 to 150 years. An
incoming earthquake is expected to occur within 30 years and might cause
tremendous damage to Japan civilian, property and infrastructure. The
maximum damage of this earthquake is estimated to have a predicted
maximum magnitude 9.1 off the southern coast of Japan. This great disaster
is estimated to cost 40 percent of Japan’s GDP (220.3 trillion yen) not
including the impact of a nuclear and tsunami disaster that could be triggered
by the earthquake. Therefore, the Japanese government starts to raise their
awareness because the interval becomes shorter in the near future.
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The coast along the Nakai Trough is an exposed area to the earthquake
where Kochi prefecture in Shikoku is considered as one of the risk area. We
have conducted a project aiming at raising awareness in Kochi. We attempted
to provide guidelines to local governments in order to manage temporary
housing that might be built in potential disaster-stricken area. The guideline
is represented in case study from a research based on information and case
study from Miyagi area housing problems due to 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake. (Potsawat %)
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I ZE# (author : Alwashali)

This project presents a study on the social aspects and the activity of local
communities during the recovery and reconstruction process of the Great
East Japan Earthquake. The coastal area in Iwate prefecture, that is one of
the most suffered areas from the tsunami. So, we selected two pilot sites,
Otsuchi town and Fudai village from tsunami affected area in Iwate. This
report summarized four main activities: a) Literature study and site
investigation, b) Interview with local people, joining their social activities
such as local festivals and “Kataribe” tours in order to understand recovery
approaches, concerns and feelings of local community in during the
reconstruction process, ¢) Questionnaire surveys of the local community,
and d) Joining and arranging posters and presentations in international
seminars, panel discussions and conferences with the aim to spread
awareness and countermeasures of the recovery process.

We have learned that the reconstruction process could not succeed
without the understanding of the nature and infrastructure of designated area
and the agreement on the policy with the local people. In order to develop
an education of disaster prevention and mitigation for the younger
generation, it is necessary to integrate the content about the designated area
alongside with the overview of the reconstruction process. This study is
useful and important since it will help to understand and improve disaster
recovery in local community in the future, recovery of other communities

not only in Japan but also globally.
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4. 1 Excursion to the coastal area of Iwate Prefecture

(author : Westfechtel)

As part of our expedition to Iwate from December 15 to December 18, we
investigated the coastal area of Iwate Prefecture to get a better
understanding of the geological conditions of the region. The region is
dominated by the Kitakami mountain range that ends in sheer rocky cliffs to
the Pacific Ocean in the east. Due to this difficult terrain, it is no wonder
that Iwate Prefecture has the lowest population density of any prefecture
with the exception of Hokkaido. Another effect of the difficult terrain is that
the region is rather difficult to reach via public transportation and most
travel guides recommend going there by car. This is also a critical danger in
the aftermath of a disaster as there is a high chance of traffic tunnels being
inaccessible after an earthquake or small villages being cut off as landslides

are likely to occur because of the mountainous terrain.
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Figure-1 Coastal view at the Sanriku area
(Photographing : Kitamura, 2017.12.16)

During this investigation, we also participated on a train trip with the
Sanriku railway. The Sanriku railway is a jointly owned railway of private
and public sectors that consists of two lines, the Kita-Rias and Minami-Rias
Line. The Kita-Rias Line features a total of 42 tunnels and several bridges
on its 71km long track ' 7, showing the difficulty of the terrain. During the
Great East Japan Earthquake, both lines were heavily damaged. 5.8 km of
railway tracks were washed away and the lines suffered damage at 300
locations. The lines were fully restored to service in April 2014, including
three new diesel railcars that got funded by Kuwait! 8.

Nowadays the Sanriku railway is an important touristic attraction. This is
especially essential as the region in addition to being struck by the big
carthquake and tsunami also faces the problem of most rural areas in Japan:
loss of jobs, decreasing population and a superannuation of the population
and resulting from those problems a feeling of alienation from society.

Tourism is seen as one of the most promising strategy to overcome this
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problem. Tourism can help revitalize the area, create new jobs for the local
people and inspire a more vivid exchange between people from different
regions.

The Sanriku railway has recognized this opportunity and offers a range of
special touristic events. For example, during the winter months the company
offers exclusive kotatsu trains'?. During the ride, the passengers can
experience special bento boxes that feature local specialties, and also
experience local culture in form of two "namomi", which is similar to
"namahage" in Akita, demon-like beings wearing a hefty ogre mask and
traditional straw capes, which visit village homes during New Year to look
for lazy and misbehaving children. Another example for an event train is the
train themed around the television series of Amachan, a popular television
drama about a high-school girl from Tokyo who moves to the Sanriku Coast
to become a female diver.

The Sanriku railway therefore plays an essential role in rebuilding and
revitalizing the Sanriku Coastal area. It does not only bring a mean of
transportation to the people, but also is an important touristic spot attracting

many tourists.
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4. 3. 4 Kataribe in Otsuchi town — Remembering and
learning from the disaster (author : Westfechtel)

The Kataribe is a tradition in Japan, in which an old tale, a myth or a
historic fact is conveyed orally by a speaker to hand down and remember
the contents as well as the feelings of the people involved. After the Great
East Japan Earthquake, many villages in the Sanriku area have begun to
offer Kataribe tours in order to convey not just the numbers, the hard facts,
of the disaster but more importantly also the feelings and hardships of the
inhabitants on a more emotional level to visitors. It is an integral part to
remember the disaster and its enormous destruction in mind as well as bring

a better understanding about it to outsiders.
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Figure-3 Dedication flower bed to pray for the victims
(photographing : Kitamura, 2017.12.17)

A big difference, that sets the Kataribe organization in Otsuchi apart from
others in the region, is the long-term vision of it. In the years after the
disaster happened a lot of attention was given to the heavily struck Sanriku
region. But nowadays 6 years after the tsunami the number of visitors
already started to decrease significantly. While in 2013, 2 years after the
disaster, the Kataribe organization of Otsuchi had about 10.000 people
taking the tour, in the last year it already decreased to 6.000 and this year
continued to decrease to below 5.000 and the trend is most likely to
continue. However, the lessons from the disaster are too valuable to be

forgotten, especially since such a disaster will happen again in the future.
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Figure-4 View on the reconstruction site of Otsuchi
(photographing : Kitamura, 2017.12.17)

In order to make the Kataribe tour sustainable, the organization have put
their main focus on decision-making workshops for schools and corporate
business men and use the guided tour as preparation, that people have a
better understanding of what happened at the day of the disaster and how
the reconstruction is going.

Part of the workshop is make a decision as a team whether the city hall
building (see Figure-4), that was heavily damaged by the tsunami, should be
torn down or should be left as a memorial for the tsunami. The city hall had
a very tragic role during the tsunami. After the earthquake happened, an
emergency meeting was held right in front of the building. When the
tsunami struck the city, workers were left with close to no time to evacuate
and most of them died. The city hall ruins therefore represent a heavy
burden to some citizens as it constantly reminds them of the tragic day,

more so since it is at a central point of the village that most of them pass on
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a daily basis. However, on the other hand, for some citizen the building
serves as an important memorial for their lost ones, particularly as other
remembrances like photos were often destroyed during the tsunami. It could
also be said that the ruins of the city hall are especially valuable since it
holds such an emotional meaning, helping the disaster to be remembered.
Whatever the answer may be, whether the city hall should be demolished
or not, the workshop certainly accomplishes to keep the memory of the
tsunami alive. It even further teaches the participants valuable lessons, thus

helping the society to remember and learn from the horrible disaster.

Figure-5 The city hall ruins - Should they be destroyed or kept as memorial?
(photographing : Kitamura, 2017.12.17)

4. 3. 5 The phone of the wind (author : Garcia Caceres)
In 2010, Itaru Sasaki, a resident of Otsuchi town, while coping with the

death of a loved one, decided to set up a phone booth in his garden. The

white, glass-paned, European styled phone booth contains an old black

rotary phone, which helped Sasaki to maintain regular conversations with
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his departed cousin.

Around a year later Japan was struck by the devastating Great East Japan
Earthquake, in which the small town of Otsuchi was one of the most
affected, 808 residents died and 426 remain missing (numbers according to
the official site of Otsuchi town).

After the earthquake and tsunami happened, rapidly the white phone
booth became a type of memorial spot for those who were facing the loss of
a loved one and wanted to send them a message through the wind and
silence of a disconnected phone. The phone has been visited by at least
25,000 people since the tsunami of 2011. Now it is considered a pilgrimage
spot for people all over Japan who are struggling with grief.

The phone booth has been featured in headlines of different media reports
both in Japan and internationally.

In 2016, while commemorating 5 years of the earthquake, NHK (Japan
Broadcasting Company), produced a documentary telling the stories of
some of the people who had visited the phone booth? 3.

That same year This American life, a public radio show heard by 2.2
million people in the United States, made a segment using the English
translations of the recordings from the NHK documentary® *.

The Washington Post®?®, The Straits Times®° from Singapore, The

27 and several blogs %279 have also

Australian Financial Review
included short publications about the phone of the wind.

This phone is considered one of a kind and it seemed like it was only a
Japanese phenomenon, however, in Ireland, after hearing about Otsuchi's
wind telephone, Altrichas an art and design collective based in Dublin
decided to install in the middle of the mountains their own wind telephone,
and encourage residents to speak up privately about their feelings. The
response of the residents has been extremely positive® °.

The wind phone provides comfort, healing, and a coping mechanism that

makes it possible for the earthquake survivors to move forward with hope
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for the future. After losing a close relative up to a third of the people
affected will suffer detrimental effects on their physical or mental health or
both?!. This harm to the mental health also represents a challenge on the
way to reconstruction.

When disasters occur, early recovery efforts often emphasize on physical
reconstruction lacking of grieving counseling orientation®?, while more
effort must be made to promote residents' mental health.

By comprehending the challenges of life recovery after disasters,
policymakers will consider social rehabilitation as a key factor in the ease of
carrying out a normal life®?®. Mourning is a process that takes time;
however, it can provide a new sense of purpose.

So why is the wind telephone important for the Otsuchi community? The
stories of the wind telephone not only captured the attention of the world
helping to create awareness about the current situation of the town and
slightly increasing tourism, but also have provided a space of healthy

grieving for Otsuchi residents.
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4. 5 BREREREIUVIHEBXR
4. 5. 1 Presentation at the World Bosai Forum
(author : Fakkao)
The World Bosai Forum 2017 was held on November 25-28, 2017 at the
Sendai International Center. In this forum, there are many events including
plenary sessions, poster sessions, and exhibitions from many local

organizations, universities, private companies, and government sectors.
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Figure-10 Poster exhibition and discussion with participants
(reference : G-Safety HP*#?2)

On November 27-28, the students from G-Safety program, Tohoku
University had participated this conference by presenting the research
outcomes from the self-planning projects in the poster presentation session.
Our group has presented the poster entitled “Survey on the reconstruction in
the coastal area of Iwate prefecture” or“s T IR FERIC I 1T H1EBLO F
REFRA"in Japanese alongside with the other three self-planning activity
groups from the G-Safety program.

In our poster, the overview of reconstruction process in Iwate prefecture
especially around the Sanriku costal area heavily damaged by the tsunami in
2011 was presented. We also discussed about the plan to study about the

viewpoint of local people on the construction of seawall.
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4. 5. 2 Doshisha University International Symposium
(author : Alwashali)

On March 24th, 2017, Doshisha University's Advanced Doctoral Program
in Global Resource Management arranged an international symposium in
their campus in Kyoto city. The seminar titled “Seeking the role of
institutions of higher education through as disaster risk reduction in Japan
and Philippines”. The main objectives of the seminar were exchanging
knowledge, future tasks and expertise related to disaster management, and
presenting student activities of three universities through the activities of
Doshisha University GRM Program and University of the Philippines Los
Banos of Province of Iloilo, Republic of the Philippines, and Tohoku
University G-Safety Program in Iwate Prefecture. From the side of Tohoku
University, three students from G-Safety Program presented their activities

in Otsuchi, Iwate.

Figure-11 Panel discussion

(photographing : Department of Advanced Research and Education,
Doshisha University, 2017.3.24)

The Conference had panel discussion session, discussing two main
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themes, which were Household Resiliency & Capability, and Building in
Post Disaster Areas. The symposium was a good chance for Iwate group
students project to spread and introduce their activities to other international

universities as well as to make future connection for future collaboration.

I 5. REEDOFEE (author : Fakkao)

In this project, we aimed to study on a reaction of local people on the
reconstruction process from the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011. The
coastal area of Iwate prefecture that is one of the most suffered from the
Tsunami, was chosen as our study areas. Otsuchi town and Fudai village
were selected as pilot sites. Our investigation was firstly focused on the
response of local people on the seawall construction; however, the local
people suggested the topic to the reconstruction process and the future of
urban development. In our pilot sites, the different approaches for the
reconstruction process were found. Otsuchi town focused on the
community-based approaches. They use the festival to strengthen the
community after the disaster. They also built up the community to deliver
the fact and the experience from the disaster in 2011 to the outside through a
study tour and the memorial site. On the other hand, Fudai village uses
environment-friendly economic-based approaches. They focused on the
fishery which is the main industry of this city. In addition to sustainably
recovery this city, their approaches are also focused on the disaster
education for the younger generation. They tried to understand the nature of
disaster to prevent the villagers’ life from the future disaster. From the
investigation, we have learned that the reconstruction process could not be

succeed without the understanding of the nature and infrastructure of
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designated area and the agreement on the policy with the local people. In
order to develop a disaster education for the younger generation, it is
necessary to integrate the content about the designated area alongside with

the overview of the reconstruction process.
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