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Harvard University is one of the best universities in the world that | want to visit.once. I would like to express: my
thanks to the G-Safety program and the RIJS (Edwin O. Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies) for offering me a great
opportunity to visit Harvard University.

A Harvard C-Lab training let us experience the usage of Japan Disaster Archive (JDA), which:is an advanced search
engine developed by the RIJS. The JDA could provide some interesting features such as: searching, tagging, data
collection, social media hyperlinking and specifying locations. Supervised by Prof. Akihiro: Shibayama and Asst. Prof.
Sebastian Boret, we were assigned to one project relating to the Great East Japan Earthquake and used the JDA as a
tool for researching. In order to cooperate work with the RIJS developer team, we gave a discussion and opinions: for
improving the archive during the presentation at Harvard University. The C-Lab training A4 Disaster Archive started from
middle of July until the end of September. Around 21-24 September we went to Boston and showed a presentation at
the RIJS.

My presentation topic was “Disaster Tourism after the Great East Japan Earthquake (disaster heritage and remains)?.
The motivation came from one question “Does a disaster only reflect us bad aspects?* When disasters create big
impacts on land or people, they usually remind us of loss of lives, damages, suffering and devastation. However, when
the time passed, disasters gave us some remaining that becomes such a beautiful :and attractive places. To relieve a
community from suffering (post disaster) is very important, and to stimulate an economic: value is: undeniable element
to start building a stronger community. Therefore, “tourism” can be one of approaches. ‘How do we create tourist
attraction?” is a question that came in consequences. A disaster strike always leaves some remaining or heritages, and
some communities utilize these disaster sites to bring tourists to their places. These are some examples: starting. from
an ancient site until a recent disaster such as the Dharahara tower in Nepal. An earthguake caused a tower collapse
in 2015 in Nepal and the tower became a popular tourist place in the short time. In the case of Kurikoma Mountain of
Japan (2008), volcanic activities in the past and the recent landslide caused some unigue:land fields. The mountain
became a tourist attraction place while educating people about disaster awareness..However, these examples use the
land without restoring everything new. In that sense, | found some difference, in comparison with the Great East Japan
Earthquake. At Minamisanriku, the government tried to restore the site, however, this point.became to be controversial
among local people. They argued whether the site should be kept remaining or everything should be restored.

One last thing that | point out in this research is that the JDA has a potential to.contribute in an area of disaster
tourism. | found that the JDA has some features such as specifying locations, linking social media; and data collection:
These features are potentially great to become a guide map (it somewhat all in one: combination of blog, google map,
database and search engine linked to social media). It could be a great tool to discover; promote; guide and collect
information.

In this C-Lab | have learnt a lot during the discussion
with audiences who were experts in different fields and
that gave me an inspiration to keep doing my research.

Once again, | appreciate very much to the G-safety

program, RIJS and all C-Lab team members for one of a

great experience in my Ph.D. life.
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